
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Bureau of Jewish Education is 
funded in part by the Jewish Federation 
of Greater Phoenix, enhancing the 
quality of Jewish education for Jews of 
all ages and denominations, affiliated 
and unaffiliated through adult learning, 
family life education, Hebrew High, a 
Jewish Community Library, professional 
services for Jewish educators and 
community outreach.   
 

BUREAU OF JEWISH EDUCATION 
Center for Lifelong Jewish Learning 

Pluralistic, Non-denominational, 
Egalitarian – with respect for all 

An Partner of the  
Jewish Federation of Greater Phoenix 
12701 N. Scottsdale Rd., Suite 206 

Scottsdale, AZ 85254 
 

480-634-8050 
www.bjephoenix.org  

 
The BJE is funded in part by the 

 

 

 
 

The Bureau of Jewish Education 
is proud to sponsor – 

 

The Bronia and Sam  

Bronkesh 

Jewish Spirit Prize 
 

Honoring physical and spiritual 
resistance during the Holocaust 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Open to students enrolled in 

Hebrew High and participants of 

Willesden Read -  

a community-wide program 

featuring the book, The Children 

of Willesden Lane by Mona 

Golabek and Lee Cohen 

 

 

HOLOCAUST EDUCATION  
AT THE BJE 

 
The Bureau of Jewish Education of 
Greater Phoenix (BJE) is in the forefront 
of providing Holocaust Education to the 
Jewish and non-Jewish community 
across the state of Arizona. 

 

Through the Carolyn Nathan Educators’ 
Conference on the Holocaust, and the 
Kurt and Gerda Klein Teen Holocaust 
Forum, the BJE hosts hundreds of public, 
private and charter school teachers and 
students from across the state each 
year, for workshops in the area of 
Holocaust Education. 
 
The BJE works tirelessly with the 
Phoenix Holocaust Survivors’ Association 
and the Generations After to sponsor 
activities during the week following Yom 
HaShoah (the Holocaust Day of 
Remembrance), including a day-long 
reading of names of those who perished, 
but whose memory lives on. 
 
In addition, our Phoenix High School of 
Jewish Studies (Hebrew High) class on 
the Holocaust is required study for each 
of our graduates. 
 
We thank the Bronkesh Family for 
endowing this prize. 

 

 
 

 
 



ESSAY GUIDELINES 
There are two prize divisions in 2018: 
7 – 8 grade and high school (grades 9-12) 
 
 a. 7 – 8 Grade   b. High School 

1st prize   $250     1st prize    $500 
2nd prize  $100     2nd prize   $250 
3rd prize   $ 50     3rd prize    $100 

  
SUBMISSION RULES: 
High School: Maximum word count: 1200  
7 – 8 Grade: Maximum word count: 800 
 

DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES: February 9, 2018 

Winning essay will be read at our community’s 
annual Yom HaShoah Commemoration in April.  
 

 

ESSAY TOPICS 
7 – 8 Grades 
 

Auschwitz survivor Viktor Frankl, author of 
Man’s Search for Meaning, wrote: “Forces 
beyond our control can take away everything 
you possess except one thing, your freedom to 
choose how you will respond to the situation.” 
 
Lisa Jura, was, like Frankl, caught in the chaos 
of Hitler’s widening circle of atrocity. Forced to 
leave her family behind and to quickly flee to 
England as a refugee via the Kindertransport, 
she had only a small suitcase, her passion for 
music, and her mother’s words to “make 
something of yourself” to guide her. Describe 
how Lisa’s experience and your understanding 
of the history of the Kindertransport have 
influenced how you will choose to respond to 
life’s challenges and the challenges of others.  
 

High School – Select one 
 

Option1 
Research the topic of the Kindertransport and 
write an essay in which you compare and 
contrast other children’s experiences with Lisa 
Jura’s in The Children of Willesden Lane. By the 
end of the essay, discuss both the successes 
and limitations of the program, looking at 
individual stories. Are there any lessons to be 
learned from the Kindertransport that can be 
applied to today’s refugee crisis? Be sure to cite 
your sources using MLA format. 
 

Option 2 
The Children of Willesden Lane is an example 
of perseverance, passion, and spirit. Weave 
examples of these traits that we see in the 
book to your own passions, spirit, and 
perseverance. Please use MLA format when 
citing the book. 
 
For more detail on High School essay topics go 
to: www.beforeamerica.com 
 
 
By submitting an essay, applicants certify that 
their essays are original, authored solely by 
themselves. 

Essays should be sent to: 
myras@bjephoenix.org 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

ABOUT BRONIA & SAM BRONKESH 

 
Bronia Cimmerman was born in Sarny, Poland in 

1921. After high school, she went to Warsaw to 
continue her education. While home on summer 

break in 1939, Germany invaded Poland. Sarny 

was bombed and within days, the Russian army 
came to Sarny.  Overnight the town became part 

of the Soviet Union. 
 

In June 1941 Germany invaded and the Nazi 
army marched toward Sarny. Her father stayed, 

but Bronia with her mother and sister fled 

deeper into the Soviet Union. Bronia’s 
determination to live was evident throughout 

WWII as she continued her education in the 
Soviet Union.  Back in Sarny, the Jewish ghetto 

was liquidated and Bronia’s father and 

grandparents were among the 14,000 murdered 
there. With no Jews left alive in Sarny, the three 

Cimmerman women decided to go to America. 
Their first stop was Lublin, Poland. There, in a 

homeless shelter, Bronia met Sam Bronkesh.  
 

Sam was from Ryki, a small town in southwest 

Poland. Sam had been a slave laborer at a 
nearby munitions factory and his three brothers 

were in another camp. Before all the Jews from 
Ryki were sent to the Sobibor death camp, Sam 

managed to escape. He stole a truck, bribed a 

guard, and broke out his brothers from the 
camp. For the next two years, they fought with 

a group of 40 Partisans, living in the area’s vast 
woods. Emerging from the forest, Sam went to 

Lublin, which was the temporary Polish capitol. 

Recuperating from shrapnel wounds, he met 
and married Bronia in late 1945.  Bronia, Sam 

and their new baby (born in a Displaced Persons 
camp in Germany) boarded a ship in June 1947 

for the last leg of a long journey to America.  
 

From their experiences emanates the Jewish 

spirit of survival against all odds. 

http://www.beforeamerica.com/

